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Christmas Eve 2025

Welcome and Territorial Acknowledgement

Carol ~ O Come All Ye Faithful VU 60

/4 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and expectant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold him, Love in flesh appearing.
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest.
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Opening Prayer

O God of new life, we ask your blessing upon this time
together, upon this night of celebration. We thank you for
Jesus, one who would show a way of truth and justice, but
one born in humble conditions without status or wealth.
Receive our gratitude, remind us of your presence here and
now. Amen.

Passing the Peace

Choir Anthem: Peace Carol arr. Emily Crocker

Candle Lighting

Duet: Night of Silence

Carol ~ Silent Night VU 67

J 7 Silent night. Holy night. All is calm, all is bright
‘round yon virgin mother and child.

Holy infant so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night. Holy night. Shepherds quake at the sight:
glories stream from heaven afar,

heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah.

Christ the saviour is born. Christ the saviour is born.

Silent night. Holy night. Son of God, Love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,

with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus Christ, at thy birth, Jesus, Christ, at thy birth

Blessing

Carol ~ Joy to the World VU 59

7 5 Joy to the World! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing x 3

Joy to the Earth, the Savior reigns;

Our mortal songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy x 3



Carol ~ Go Tell it on the Mountain VU 43

Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger

The humble Christ was born,
And brought us all salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.

Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.
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Reading 3 — Luke 2: 15-20
Carol ~ What Child Is This VU 74

7 J: What child is this, who laid to rest,
on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of
Mary!

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are
feeding? Good people, here; our hope is clear-the silent
Word is pleading.

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of
Mary!

Reflection

Carol ~ It Came upon the Midnight Clear VU 44
7 5 It came upon the midnight clear,

that glorious song of old,

from angels bending near the earth

to touch their harps of gold,

“Peace on the earth, good will to all,

from heaven good news we bring!”

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

Yet with the woes of sin and strife

the world has suffered long;

beneath the angel strain have rolled
two thousand years of wrong;

and warring humankind hears not

the love song which they bring.

O hush the noise, and cease your strife,
to hear the angels sing.

For, lo! the days are hastening on,

by prophets seen of old,

when with the ever-circling years

shall come the time foretold,

when peace shall over all the earth

its ancient splendours fling,

and the whole world send back the song
which now the angels sing.

Offering
Solo: O Holy Night
Communion Celebration

Let us open our hearts to God.

We open them to God and to one another.
Let us give thanks to God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, gracious God, Creator of life, Source of
love. We bless you for all your good gifts.

On this night of nights we give thanks for the gift

of yourself born into our world.

We thank you for Mary, for her courageous yes to your
call,

her strength in giving birth to your love in the world.

We thank you for Jesus. Born on life’s margin,

he was one of us, full of our joy and subject to our
frailty

From his fullness we all receive grace upon grace.
Through him we are given to see our worth

and trust the truth of your enduring love.

He welcomed everyone who was unwelcome elsewhere.
To one and all he shows another way of being human
together.

He kept faith with you, even when it cost him his life.
And yet his death was not the end. In his rising

we come to trust that nothing can limit your love.

In his rising we come to trust he is with us still.



In his rising we come to trust that every life is NOW!

And so it is on this Christmas Eve we join our voices
with your people of every time and place,

even the whole company of heaven, celebrating his birth and

singing...
J 7 Gloria! In excelsis deo!

In the middle of another night when the end was near

and betrayal was in the air, he shone all the brighter with love
for his friends.

He ate with them. And as he lifted the bread to bless it,

it was as though his whole life was gathered up in that bread.
He thanked you.

“My body,” he said, breaking the bread to share with his friends.

“Eat this, and let it become part of you.
Do this in the awareness that | am with you.”

Then he lifted the cup ... as though it was brimming with
his whole life. He thanked you for it, and passed it to them,
saying, “this is the cup of a new covenant poured out for you
and for all, that the power of forgiveness may be released
among you.

Whenever you do this, remember me.”

God of Mercy, we remember also and hold in the light of your
love the whole creation in need of your saving grace.
Hear the prayers of our hearts ...

Pour out your Spirit upon us, and upon these gifts.

Make us one with Christ in his self-giving,

that our lives too may be broken open and poured out
for the healing of the world.

Make us one in love for you and the whole creation

that your justice may roll down like a mighty river,
and your righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
In this hope and as your people we praise you,

O Infinite Love, now and forever. Amen.

Sharing the bread and cup.

Advent Candle Lighting

Reading 1 — Luke 2: 1-7
Carol ~ Once in Royal David’s City VU 62

& Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little
child.

He came down to earth from heaven who, with God, is
over

all, And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a
stall.

There among the poor and lowly lived on earth our
Saviour holy.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own
redeeming love; for that child who seemed so
helpless

is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his
children on to the place where he is gone.

Reading 2 — Luke 2: 8-14
Carol ~ Angels We Have Heard on High VU 38

J7 5 Angels we have heard on high

sweetly singing o’er the plains,

and the mountains in reply,

echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth the angels sing;

come to him who sets you free!

Let your grateful praises ring.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



